
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2026 

"As you enter the sanctuary do so quietly preparing yourself 
 for worship. With the start of the prelude worship begins." 

 

Prelude:  

Welcome and Opening Prayer  Rev Eli Simmons 

 Passing of the Peace 

    Announcements   

       Sunday School Report    

Call to Worship: “Come, We That Love the Lord” 

 1st Hymn: “Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know” page 163 

 The Apostles Creed  page 881 

Prayers of the People   Concerns and Celebrations 

        Morning Prayer 

          The Lord’s Prayer   page 895 

Children’s Time     Rhonda 

Children’s Offering:    Sleep in Heavenly Peace (see flap) 
 

Worship Through Our Tithes and Offerings 

   Offertory: “There Is a Savior” 

 Doxology: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  page 95 

 Offertory Prayer 

Anthem: “Down To The River To Pray” Choir 

Scripture:    Esther 2: 1-18 

Message: “Esther - Week 1” Rev Eli 

 Last Hymn: “Here I Am, Lord” page 593 

 Dismissal with Blessing 

 Carrying the Light into the World 

 Postlude 

= Stand as you are able.

Worship Helpers   

 23-Aug 30-Aug 
Acolyte:  Olivia Lackey  Adrian Cervantes 

Door Security: Mickey Simmons Carol Garver 
Acolyte Leader: Jane Hord  

Ushers: David Gorski, Lathan Queen,  
Mickey Simmons, Kevin Warlick  
Wayne Hendrick, Mike Wright, 

Church Lockup: Mike Wright   
 

 

Welcome to Lawndale Methodist Church.   
If you are visiting with us today, please fill out a visitor’s card 

and place it in the offering plate. 
 

Hospitality Table 
There’s a Hospitality Table in the educational building hallway 

with coffee, muffins and pastries. If you skipped breakfast, you can 

grab a quick snack to enjoy before or during Sunday School! 

The Gospel of Mark 
Wednesday Night Bible Study  

NEW TIME 6:15. Chapter 3. 

A chapter a week for 16 weeks.  

If you are unable to attend in person, it will 

be available on FaceBook. 

 

 

There are a new batch of  

Homeless Aide Bags  
in the vestibule.   Please take and have 

ready for when you see a need.  

 

 

The current children’s offering goes to  

“Sleep in Heavenly Peace.”  
A national organization with 19 chapters in 

NC including Belmont, which serves our 

area. They build twin size beds for homes 

where children are sleeping on the floor. 

Each child receives the bed, mattress, 

pillow and bedding. 

 

 

Our pantry shelves are running 

low!! Items needed: 
instant grits, instant oatmeal,  

pancake mix & syrup, muffin mix, boxes of 

cereal, spaghetti & sauce,  

mac & cheese, instant mashed potatoes, 

Hamburger Helper, rice, mayo, mustard, 

ketchup, noodles, any canned goods: soup, 

vegetables, fruits, meats. 



A Memorial has  
been received for  

Dorothy Hoyle 

from Larry Hord 

 

 
Our church will be feeding the  

Burns Football Team  
on Friday, September 18th.   

If you can help, please let  

Jeff or Darah know. 

Also, if you can provide bottled  

water, it would be appreciated. 

 

Sunday School Rally Day 

September 20th at 10am 
We’d like to see everyone in Sunday 

School! Young or old, there’s a class for 

you. Invite your friends and neighbors too. 

Let’s grow our church together! 
 

Our Annual Church Conference 

will be on Sunday, Nov 8, 2026.   

All committee chairs should be 

making plans to meet soon and have 

all required nominations, budgets, 

etc. ready for this meeting.  
 

Finances at a Glance 
Date Aug 16, '26 

Sunday School 22 
Worship In Person 51 
Worship Virtual 12 

Children's Offering $91.00  

Offering $1,718.00  

Needed per week $1,594.01  

Given $64,589.27  

Needed $52,602.33  

 

Church Staff 
All Members Ministers 

Eli Simmons Faith Leader 

Darah 
Leonhardt 

Music Dir. 
Organist 

Megan Gorski Pianist 

Shirley Benfield Custodian  
 

Sunday School 

Banner Attendance  
Nursery 

Pairs & Spares 

Upper Room 
 

Announcements  
 

for SIGN – TEXT Rhonda at  

704-472-4199 
 

for Bulletin – eMail Bobby at 

bobbybulletin@gmail.com 

or call (980) 552-7263 

Calendar of Events 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

  

Sunday, August 23 

10 am Sunday School 

11 am Worship Service 

        (Online + In-Person) 

2:00 Children’s Choir 

2:30 Hand Chime Choir 

Monday, August 24 

Tuesday, August 25 

Michael & Brandi Ward Apple 

Richard Hord III 

Wednesday, August 26 

6:00 Children’s Choir  

6:15 Bible Study-Mark 3 

7:00 Adult Choir 

Kristin Benfield Kane  

Wayne & Robin Hendrick 

Serge Nejberger 

Thursday, August 27 

Joan Love 

Friday, August 28 

Saturday, August 29 

Sunday, August 30 

10 am Sunday School 

11 am Online Worship 

        (Online + In-Person) 
 

 

Tithes & Offerings     

First Methodist Lawndale 

PO Box 285 

Lawndale, NC 28090 
 

Pastoral Counseling is 

available from  

Rev Wes Brown Leave a 

message and he will return your 

call. (704) 689-9614. 

 

First Methodist Church  

Lawndale, NC 

August 23, 2026 

Rev Eli Simmons 
(704) 477-8224 

 

 
Week 1  


